
	

	

July 6, 2017 
 
Dear St. Andrew's Schools ʻOhana,                                                                            
  
Welcome to the 2017-2018 school year! 
  
Our campus is full of energy as summer programs are underway, and dedicated teachers and staff are actively preparing 
for the upcoming school year! 
  
It gives me great joy and comfort to know that we are providing your sons and daughters with an education that is 
informed by our Episcopal values and unique Hawaiian heritage. The St. Andrew's Schools have a culture of care, 
challenge, and loving-kindness where students develop the skills to become critical and creative thinkers, active problem 
solvers, and compassionate leaders. We are honored to partner with you as we seek to bring out the best in each child 
under our care.  
  
At the Queen Emma Ball this past May, we celebrated the 150th anniversary and founding of St. Andrew's Schools. Our 
well-attended Anniversary Gala was a huge success and raised more than $800,000 for student scholarships, campus 
master planning, and long-term campus improvements. The campus master plan will help us re-imagine current learning 
environments and actively create spaces that will empower students and set the stage for transformational learning. 
Please go to our website (www.standrewsschools.org) to view our 150th Anniversary Gala video that illustrates why our 
small school is so special. 
  
As is true of other independent schools across the nation, we are in the midst of a significant number of retirements and 
departures. Replacing that breadth and depth of experience does not happen quickly, yet we have hired great teachers in 
the past few weeks and will be bringing in talented new faculty members for next year. Thankfully, a number of our 
recent retirees will continue to teach and take part in campus activities, allowing our new faculty to experience what has 
made education at St. Andrew's so compelling, and our students will continue to see those familiar faces.  
  
As parents, we know that change is a natural part of life and we encourage our children to embrace it. And yet, embracing 
transitions within a school can often come with a mix of emotions, and that is quite natural. I assure you, we are actively 
cultivating the faculty of the future - replacing treasured St. Andrew's teachers with new dynamic members who bring 
fresh perspectives to their discipline areas. In the July summer mailing home, the letters from our Principals will provide 
you with details regarding all of our wonderful new faculty hires. Please find below three key administrative positions 
that will keep our school strong.   

We are pleased to announce that Ms. Nichole Field will serve as our Interim Upper School Principal at The Priory. For the 
past three years, Ms. Field has been an active grade level advisor and an engaging teacher of our World History, Speech, 
and Global Girls - Global Action courses. Before teaching at St. Andrew's, Nichole taught Social Studies at both Castle and 
Farrington High Schools, and served as a Department Head, and a Social Studies Resource teacher for the state. In 
addition, Ms. Field was a Program Specialist at Kamehameha Schools' Hoʻolako Like Department serving as school liaison 



	

for several Hawaiian-focused Charter Schools. Nichole earned a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from the University of 
Rhode Island and a Master of Arts in Political Science and International Relations from the University of Hawaiʻi. 
Discovering that her true passion was education, Ms. Field returned to school and earned her Post-Baccalaureate 
Certificate of Secondary Education in Social Studies from the University of Hawaii.  
  
Ms. Field will join Ms. Kaipo Bailey-Walsh (Lower School Priory Principal), and Mr. Paul Burgess (Prep Principal) on our 
Educational Leadership team, led by Director of Educational Programs, Ms. Sophie Halliday. Ms. Halliday shared, "Last 
year Nichole and I were invited to participate in the Harvard Think Tank on Global Education - and we both sat on a panel 
for Global Issues Network (GIN) at the Schools of the Future Conference. Through these experiences, I have come to know 
Nichole as a dynamic and creative teacher leader who will ensure that each child is known, understood, and challenged 
to achieve their personal best."  
  
Also joining our Educational Leadership Team this school year is Ms. Alyssa O'Brien. Ms. O'Brien will serve as our Dean of 
College and Career Readiness. Alyssa comes to St. Andrew's Schools with a wealth of experience in the college 
admissions process. She began her career as an Admissions Counselor for New England College in New Hampshire and 
went on to be the Assistant Director of College Counseling at The Hun School of Princeton in New Jersey. Her depth of 
experience includes serving as the Associate Director of College Counseling at the Saint Stephen's Episcopal School in 
Florida, and the Director of College Counseling at The Knox School in New York. More recently she served as the Director 
of College Guidance at Lawrence Woodmere Academy in New York and an Admissions Reader for Northeastern University. 
  
Alyssa also spent some time as the Academic Dean and College Counselor at the ACS Hillingdon International School in 
London. Alyssa earned her Bachelor of Arts in Political Science with a minor in English and Communications from the 
University of Southern Maine. She went on to earn a Master's in Humanities from Wesleyan University in Connecticut with 
a focus on Education and Writing. Alyssa shared that her goal is to help students embrace the college process and find a 
school that is a fit for them - a place where they will be both successful and happy, learning new insights about 
themselves and others. We are excited to welcome Alyssa to the St. Andrew's Schools community. 
  
Joining the Senior Administrative Leadership Team is our new Director of Marketing and Communications, Ms. Mercedes 
Maskalik. Passionate about strategic marketing and innovation, Ms. Maskalik comes to us from TASIS The American 
School in England, a Pre-K through Grade 12 day and boarding international school in Surrey, England. She led the 
school's international brand identity and outreach as the Director of Strategic Marketing and Managing Editor of the 
TASIS England Today Magazine. Prior to her work at TASIS, Ms. Maskalik served as the Director of Marketing & 
Communications and Managing Editor of Renbrook Magazine at Renbrook School, a Pre-K through Grade 9 independent 
school in West Hartford, Connecticut. Before Renbrook School, Mercedes held the position of Web Content Editor, Writer, 
and Social Media Manager at the Loomis Chaffee School, a day and boarding school for Grades 9-12 located in Windsor, 
Connecticut.  
  
Ms. Maskalik received her Bachelor of Arts in English from Southern Connecticut State University and her Master of 
Science in Organizational Communications and Public Relations from Central Connecticut State University. She is the 
coauthor of "Social Marketing Environmental Issues," a theoretically grounded text on social marketing strategies for 



	

influencing environmental behaviors. People that have worked closely with Ms. Maskalik say that she is "hands down the 
most creative, inspirational, and focused communications professional that I have ever worked with. She has a special 
ability to breathe life into educational institutions by pushing people to think boldly, while honoring traditions that are 
central to the identity of the school community." We are thrilled to welcome Ms. Maskalik to our St. Andrew's ʻOhana. 
  
In a few days, you will receive a letter from your child's principal that will outline what needs to be accomplished by the 
start of the school year and provide new information about the upcoming school year. Please keep an eye out for this 
mailing. We are honored by your investment in St. Andrew's Schools, and grateful for your confidence and partnership as 
we work together to create a personalized learning experience for your child. 
  
I look forward to seeing our K-12 families at the annual ʻOhana Barbeque at the Queen Emma Square Campus on 
Thursday, August 17, and our Preschool families at the Parent Orientation meeting on Saturday, August 26. These are 
sure to be special events! 
  
With my best wishes for an inspiring and productive school year, 

   
 
 
Dr. Ruth R. Fletcher  
           
P.S. I am especially excited about this year as my grandson will be entering the St. Andrew's Schools ʻOhana. 
 


