
 

 

  
March 17, 2020 
 
Aloha, Parents ~ 
 
The COVID-19 (Coronavirus) pandemic continues to evolve quickly. New guidance today from 
the federal government and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) cautions 
against gathering in groups of 10 people or more. 
 
Because the safety of our school community must be paramount in this unprecedented 
global health crisis, we have made the decision to make the following changes to school 
operations: 
 

• Spring break is extended through Wednesday, April 1, 2020. 
 

• On Thursday, April 2, our Online Learning Program will be enacted for students K-12 at 
The Priory and The Prep. No classes or co-curricular activities will be held on campus. 
Once it begins, online learning will continue until further notice. Additional details are 
below. 
 

• The Queen Emma Ball, scheduled for April 2, will change to a virtual event – 100% 
digital with an online auction. More information will be shared soon. 

 
Online Learning Program 
The principals and faculty have been busily planning for this possibility since the scope of the 
COVID-19 became apparent. We are confident that we will be able to deliver a cohesive 
remote learning experience for our students. We also recognize that this may be challenging 
to manage for many families – juggling work and other responsibilities while also supporting 
children who are learning online. We pledge to be understanding and flexible during this time 
and appreciate your support. 
 
We are providing pedagogical and technical assistance to our faculty members in order to 
ensure that the quality of instruction remains high. Our Technology Department is available 
to assist you with technical or other issues you may face. 
 
Thank you for the supportive and loving environment you will be providing for your child 
during this time. Some students may have increased concerns or anxiety about COVID-19 
once they learn that they will not be returning to school as expected. To assist you in having 



this conversation with your child, we recommend these articles from the New York Times, the 
National Association of School Psychologists, and the Child Mind Institute. These are 
excellent resources with valuable insights on helping young people to gain not only 
perspective, but also an understanding of the steps adults are taking to care for them and a 
sense of control in these unsettling circumstances.  
 
Please know that we have not made these decisions lightly. At St. Andrew’s Schools, we value 
deeply our personal interaction with your child and your family. While it will be more 
challenging to create the same conditions in an online setting, we are dedicated to ensuring 
that our students have the best possible academic experience under these difficult 
circumstances. 
 
We are always grateful for the strength of the St. Andrew’s ʻohana, and have faith that our 
school community will continue to support each other during this time and beyond. 
 
With aloha, 
 
 
Ruth R. Fletcher, Ph.D. 
President and Head of School 


